Fuzzy Lines and
Phantasmagorias:
Ethical Considerations for
Water Professionals




fuzz-y adjective

e Covered with fuzz.
e Of or resembling fuzz.

* Not clear; indistinct: a fuzzy
recollection of past events.

* Not coherent; confused: a fuzzy plan of
action.

Encarta World English Dictionary




phanetasemaegoeriea noun

 bizarre images: a series or group of
strange or bizarre images seen as If in a
dream

1 » ever-changing scene: a scene or view
that encompasses many things and
changes constantly

Encarta World English Dictionary



eth:1c noun

e A et of principles of right conduct.
« A theory or a system of moral values.

o ethics (used with a sing. verb) The study of the general
nature of morals and of the specific moral choices to be
made by a person; moral philosophy.

 ethics (used with a sing. or pl. verb) The rules or standards
governing the conduct of a person or the members of a
profession.

Encarta World English Dictionary




geoethics

« Many different meanings in the published literature.

e Some researchers identify it with "geographic ethics" thus
Implying a subject as wide as geography itself: including in
It also ecoethics, animal ethics, ethics of the development,
professional and science ethics applied to geography, etc.

 An even wider definition should include all scientific and

applied activities relative to the Earth sciences.
Zagorchev (2003)

Water Supply and
Water/\Wastewater Treatment
fit within the definition of “geoethics”




What i1t all “means™?

The basic principle of ethics is that the
end does not justify the means. In other
words, It Is not ethical to use harmful
means to achieve a personal or social
benefit.

Things that are legal may be unethical.
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“We are discussing no small matter,

but how we ought to live”
Socrates, from Plato's Republic, Book 1:352d.

—

Detail of the Death of Socrates, Jacques-Louis David, 1787, MOMA, NY




UGN  1f everyone else is doing it,
TN — does it become an industry

did what everyone standard?
else in the industry
was doing. If it becomes an industry
\ standard, does it set a legal
precedent?

If everyone else Is doing It, IS
It still ethical?
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“...how we ought to live”
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Which part of the “sixth sense”
has priority?
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Which part of the *“sixth sense”

has priority?
Recalling the 2004 Election
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Oregonian



Which part of the *“sixth sense”
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What are the obligations of a
profession to the public?

High court
bars lawyer
for 120 days

The state Supreme Court
sanctions a Portland
attorney whose file
includes 116 complaints
The Oregon Supreme Court
on Thursday issued a 120-day
suspension to a Portland lawyer

whose Oregon State Bar file con-
tains 116 complaints from for-

mer clients, employees and ad-

Oregonian

Does a profession have an
obligation to step in and ban
“unethical’ professionals
from practicing?
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One of the Phantasmagorias

The Changing Landscape of Ethics in Society

Equity Iin Impact

Equity in Environmental Quality
Equity in Access to Resources
Awareness of Uncertainty
Transparency

Economics

 Politics

What is unethical in one place may be
considered ethical in other places.




Are Scientists and Engineers
without ethical indiscretions?

E-mails suggest USGS scientists planned
to fabricate data on nuclear waste project

By ERICA WERNER
THE ASSCCTATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — E-mails by se

government scientists on the Yucc:
Mountain nuclear waste dump project

suggest workers were planning o fabri-
cate records and manipulate results 1o
ensure outcomes that would help the
project move forward.

“l don't have a clue when these pro
grams were installed. So I've made up

the dates and names,” wrote a 1.5. Geo-
logical Survey employee in one e-mail
released Friday by a congressional com-
mittee investigating suspected docu
ment falsification on the project.

“This is as good as it's going to get. I
they need more proof, | will be happy to
make up more stuff.”

[n another message the same employ
ee wrote to a colleague: "In the end
see YUWCCA,; Page A8
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Emerging Challenges to
Water Experts

Do we have an obligation
to monitor the use and
misuse of our digital

LEGAL data, analyses, reports
ALCHEMY and publications in other

PHE o fields?

AND MISUSE
OF SCIENCE IN
THE LAW
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Should Water/\Wastewater
Certification Exams include testing
the basic knowledge of ethics?

ALL | REALLY NEED TO KNOW | LEARNED IN KINDERGARTEN

Share everything.

Play fair.

Don't hit people.

Put things back where you found them.
Clean up your own mess.

Don't take things that aren't yours.

Say you're sorry when you hurt somebody.
Wash your hands before you eat.

Flush.

Live a balanced life.

When you go out in the world, stick together.

Modified after Robert Fulghum




“...how we ought to live” and how
to Implement the “sixth sense”

R-E-S-P-E-C-T

Find out what It means to me
R-E-S-P-E-C-T

-- Aretha Franklin




Weapons for
Combat in Water Ethics

 Respect yourself.
1 * Respect your community.

» Respect society who trusts your
profession.




“Always do right--this will gratify
some and astonish the rest.”

-- Mark Twain, 1901
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