Rain has no immediate effect on water level

River inches higher
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Onlookers watch storm clouds as they move into Casper at the Ramkota Inn on Tuesday afternoon. Rain
in central Wyoming is adding to worries over the North Platte River, which is already flowing at capacity.
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Water lapped against sandbags piled behind the Tate Pumphouse on Tuesday as the North Platte River
continued to rise in Casper.

A fast-moving thunderstorm dropped more than an inch of rain in parts of Natrona County, but authorities
weren't aware of any significant changes on the river. The National Weather Service in Riverton issued two
tornado warnings, but as of 5 p.m. hadn't been able to verify any reports of twisters touching down in the
area, said meteorologist Roger Smith.

The North Platte came within a foot of flood stage after federal officials released more water into the river
to make room in Seminoe Reservoir, about 70 miles upstream of Casper.

In anticipation of the storm, the Bureau of Reclamation on Tuesday increased river flows by only 250 cubic
feet per second -- half of what was originally planned. The remainder was expected to be released
overnight.



The river continued to cause light flooding along sections of the Platte River Parkway. It submerged part of
the pumphouse's parking lot and drew a steady stream of onlookers, many of whom stopped to take
pictures.

Water also seeped into the basements of some homes along the river thanks to the higher-than-normal
water table, said Natrona County Sheriff's Lt. Mark Sellers.

The North Platte's system of reservoirs remains at or near capacity thanks to a cool, wet spring. With no
place for additional water, authorities warn that rainstorms could fill the already swollen river with even
more water.

Dry, sunny weather is expected for Natrona County today, according to the National Weather Service.

Reach reporter Joshua Wolfson at (307) 266-0582 or at josh.wolfson@trib.com. Visit
tribtown.trib.com/JoshuaWolfson/blog to read his blog.

Want to know more?

The Natrona County Emergency Management Agency has opened an emergency operations center to deal
with flood-related issues. People can contact the center's hotline at 235-9555.

More information is also available at www.natrona.net/flood and www.casperwy.gov.

Sandbags are available at three distribution sites. People will need to bring their own shovels. If the sand
runs out, people are advised to call the flood watch hotline.

* The intersection of Johnstone and River Meadow roads in Dempsey Acres.
* Cole Creek near the Platte River Bridge.

* Near 1250 N. Center St.



