denver and the west

As water use falls in Front Range, it explodes
elsewhere in Colorado
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Colorado Front Range residents are using less water, but some parts of the Western Slope have seen per capita
water use explode in the past decade, according to a new state study.

The number of gallons per person used daily in Denver and other South Platte River basin cities decreased
13.6 percent between 2000 and 2008, to 178 gallons from 206 gallons.

Water use in Colorado Springs and Arkansas River basin communities decreased during that time by 11.2
percent to 190 gallons, down from 214.

The catch: Population growth still is pushing total water use up — and state officials project shortages.
Residents of western Colorado on average consume more gallons per person each day.

Water use rose to 256 gallons per person in the Colorado River basin, 332 in the Rio Grande, and 236 in
the Dolores/San Juan, according to Colorado Water Conservation Board data.

Denver and suburban water suppliers plan to divert more water from mountain rivers on the west side of
the Continental Divide, pumping it through tunnels to new and expanded Front Range reservoirs to sustain
residential and industrial development.

A federal study based on 2000 census data ranked Colorado's average consumption of 240 gallons per
person fifth among states, behind Nevada (336) and Utah (293). The national average was 179 gallons.

The new Colorado Water Conservation Board data indicate wide variations in consumption statewide.

Residents of Pitkin County, home of Aspen, used 1,851 gallons per person each day, the data show, as
Elbert County folks used 111 gallons each.

Water analysts attributed the decreasing water use in Front Range cities to conservation programs that
create financial incentives.

Denver Water, for example, pays customers up to $150 to replace a toilet, shower or washing machine
with a newer, more efficient model.

"Front Range utilities have done a great job at reducing per capita water use. Everyone's individual water
use has dramatically decreased," said Drew Beckwith, water policy analyst for Western Resource
Advocates, a Boulder-based environmental policy and law group.

Still, fewer than 20 percent of Denver Water customers have received rebates. State planners project
population growth will leave Colorado facing severe shortages by mid-century.
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Who's conserving water?
Mew state data compares gallons of water used daily per person in 2000 and 2007 in each of Colorado’s counties, Here's where water

usage changed the mast.

Counties that used less Counties that used more

County 2000 2007 Change  County 2000 2007 Change

Ouray 383 157 -59.0%  Pitkin 681 1851 171.8%
Eagle 286 133 535% Logan 180 319 772%
Routt 237 149 a7.1% Hinsdale 226 375 65.0%
Douglas 215 151 -29.8% Huerfano 115 183 59.1%
Maorgan 341 41 -29.3% Costilla 138 193 39.9%
Denver 25 163 -27.6%  Otero 243 i 354%
Weld 286 210 -26.6%  Gunnison 188 52 34.0%
Delta 210 159 -243%  Baca 255 329 20.0%
Summit 337 353 229%  Park 158 54 283%
Limcaln 53 189 -21.3%  Dolores 204 242 18 6%

Sources: Colorade Waler Conservation Board: ULS. Department of the Interior

Western region water usage
Gallons per capita per day*

Nevada | a6
vwh 3
Colarada I 240

Aiona 2z

New Mexico 203

US.average 179

*Estimate based on 2000 census data.
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